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Presentation Notes
Good afternoon parents. Thank you for joining our zoom meeting on this Friday afternoon. I am Mdm Abidah, Year Head for Upper Primary. I will host the meeting today.
I will now invite our school principal, Mdm Neo to give her opening remarks.

Before we start our briefing this afternoon, please note that:
you can download our slides from our school website after we have completed our round of parents’ briefing
For questions submitted during registration, we will answer them during the Q&A session later
For questions that are more specific to certain classes, the subject teachers will be getting in touch with you to address your concerns
During this session, you can also make use of the QR code provided to submit any other questions



Overview of Briefing

* Introduction of Level Teachers
* Communication with School

* Our Focus

* Level Highlights

* Subject Based Banding

* DSA for Secondary Schools

* PSLE Scoring and Sec 1 Posting
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Our meeting will cover these areas. 


Introduction of

L evel Teachers
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Let me begin by introducing the P5 Form teachers. Form teachers are your first contact for you to know more about your child’s development in school. 


P5 SINCERITY (5S)

P5 PATIENCE (5P)

P5 RESOURCEFULNESS (5R)

PS5 INITIATIVE (5IN)

PS5 GENEROSITY (5G)

P5 DISCERNMENT (5D)

MDM CHEW HWEE SHAN

MS JENNIFER TANG

MR ZULKARNAIN

MDM ROHANA

MR JULIAN VICTOR

MDM BELINDA TAN

PRIMARY 5 FORM TEACHERS

MR SARAVANAN
MS ONG SI HAN

MS AISHA NASYEERA

MS LIU YISI

MR JUSTIN HUAN

MDM CHRISTINE KWOK

MDM LEE SHIRUI
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Our teachers have shared their email address in their Introductory letter to you in January. You can
also find their email address in the school’s website.


Communication
with School




Communication PLATFORMS

* Student Handbook

* Parents Outreach (newsletter)
* Letters to Parents

* Parents Gateway

Get in touch with:
* FTs and subject teachers
* Year Head


Presenter
Presentation Notes
There are various ways for you to be informed on your child’s development in school.
Teachers do make use of the student handbook to send messages to you. Do check your child’s handbook daily.
Our school also sends out newsletter every semester. The newsletter features activities that students have participated in as well as information on upcoming events. We also sends out letters to parents regularly via Parents Gateway. 
Do contact the Form teachers, Subject teachers or myself as the Year Head if you need more information on matters concerning your child.
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The school is committed in providing an enriching learning experience to our students. We call this the Springdale Learning Experience.
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Aligned to the school’s vision, mission and values, the 6 year of Springdale Learning Experience is designed to bring out the 5 hallmarks of Springdalite Graduates.
The 5 hallmarks of our Springdalite Graduates are:
A secure individual who demonstrates 
Confidence – by knowing one’s own talents,  strengths; think independently and critically and taking concrete steps towards their goals
A leader of self worth who demonstrates
 2)Cope-Ability (showing composure and resilience when facing challenges; 
3) Creativity ( in considering other’s perspectives and made informed decisions)
A significant citizen who demonstrates 
4)Care-nectedness by showing care for others; strive to make a positive difference and speak up for what is right
5) Cohesion – work collaboratively with others; building teams and affirm the efforts of others



Po

Level Highlights
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Let me now move on to the level highlights. 


Level HIGHLIGHTS
*P5 Camp

*Learning Journeys (virtual)
*NE Show (tbc)
*Values-In-Action

*Career Awareness Day (virtual)


Presenter
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Though restricted by Covid-19 Safety Management Measures, our core programmes for the P5 will continue. Most of these activities will be carried out virtually. Students will participate virtually in the learning journeys, be part of the NE show (NDP), serving others in the community via their values-in-action programme and learn about exciting careers from professionals in different industries via the Career Talks.
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I will now invite Mr Randall Lim, HOD for PE, to brief you on the upcoming outdoor camp for the P5.


2021 P5 Camp

Venue: MOE Changi Coast Adventure
Learning Centre

Dates: 4 — 6 March 2021 (Thu — Sat)



Objectives of P5 Camp

* To develop character, social-emotional competencies & leadership skills
as students interact with one another through community living away
from home.

* To develop in students a sense of identity & belonging as they forge
meaningful friendships through the activities.

e Enable students to enjoy, appreciate and care for the outdoors as they
build a personal connection with the environment.

* To provide students with a platform to discover their interests & talents
in outdoor & adventure activities.



Other information
* Non-residential camp

e Students report to school as usual by 7.30 am on each day in PE
Attire

e Students should have their breakfast at home before coming to
school

e Students return back to school from camp between 4.45-5 pm

e Last day (Sat, 6 March): Students return to school between 3.45-
4 pm

 Students will only be dismissed from school

* Packing list provided in the letter to parents



Other information
e Students are strongly discouraged to bring their mobile phones

* |f students are not able to attend the camp for medical reasons
(or any other valid reasons), they should remain at home

* Parents are reminded to complete the Camp Registration Form
by latest Mon, 22 Feb 2021



@)

= Lunch will be provided — Halal.

* Packed Bento Sets.

= Students need not bring snacks (teachers may provide dry
snacks like biscuits just in case)

* To indicate in Camp Registration Form
» Vegetarian
» Food allergies

» Other dietary requirements



Examples of activities

Goal-setting activities
Team-building / problem-solving activities
Coastal Exploration (short hike)

Ecology and Habitat learning



P5 CAMP

Team Building and Goal-setting activities
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Develop resilience and ruggedness through  Outdoor Education curriculum
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-

Iy
. i 9.
e, b o e

A place-based lesson that allows students to discover the plants in the
centre, which culminates in a collaborative project by the students
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A place-based lesson where students explore the area around the
centre to learn more about the ecology and habitat of the surroundings
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Develop resilience and ruggedness through  Outdoor Education curriculum


Subject-based
Banding
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Thank yo, Mr Lim. I will continue with my presentation.


Banding

SBB is premised on ability-driven education:

e Student’s aptitude, motivation and performance in each
subject;

e Student’s ability to cope with a particular subject combination;
and

* Whether the subject combination focuses sufficiently on
literacy and numeracy, and facilitates the student’s artlculatlon
to secondary school and beyond.

J— s N
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SBB provides greater flexibility for your child by offering him the option of a combination of standard & foundation subjects, depending on his strengths. Students with specific strengths should pursue their subjects of strength to the best of their abilities and students who have considerable difficulties coping with certain subjects should focus on building their foundation in these subjects, particularly in the area of literacy & numeracy. 


Subject-based Banding

At the end of P4:

* Based on your child’s results, he/she will be
recommended to offer English, Math, Science and
Mother Tongue at Standard or Foundation levels
and Higher for Mother Tongue only

 Parents’ decision at the end of P4

 School’s decision at the end of P5
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At the end of P4, parents have made their choice to offer English, Math, Science and MT at standard or foundation levels and Higher MT for selected students.
However, based on your child’s academic performance, the school will make the decision at the end of P5 to place them in the course that best fit his learning needs. Offering subjects at Foundation level is not a disadvantage to the students. It enables them to focus on building up strong fundamentals in these subjects and better prepares them for progression to secondary school.



DSA for
Secondary Schools
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My next 2 topics will give you a head start in preparing your child for secondary school.
First the Direct School Admission for Secondary School.


Direct School Admission - Secondary

* Secondary schools have flexibility to select a
percentage of their students for admission via
their own selection criteria

e Selection criteria can include diverse
academic and non-academic achievements
and talents
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Direct School Admission for secondary schools (DSA-Sec) allows students to apply to some schools before taking the PSLE.  
Read from the screen


Is the DSA-Sec right for my child?
If your child has specific talents which
A a school offers the DSA-Sec in

Talent And is passionate about and
committed to developing his/her

strengths and interests

DSA-Sec can support his/her
development in that talent area.

“ment
Passion
ment

28
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Yes, if your child has talent or achievements in: 
A non-academic area which schools offer DSA in, such as a sport, the performing arts, visual arts, or uniformed groups. 
A specific academic subject, such as English or Maths

And are passionate about and committed to developing their strengths in that area. 

Why is Passion and Commitment important? 

The DSA is a commitment from both the student and the school
If a secondary school accepts your child through the DSA, it promises to do its best to grow their strengths, and support them in all aspects of their education throughout their time there. 
In return, your child is committing to develop their talents in the chosen area, in that school.
E.g. If they applied to a school through DSA for basketball, they could be expected to take up basketball as their CCA. 
This means that they have to be sure that they want to pursue the DSA area, and stay with that school for the duration of the programme. 
E.g If your child enter a school’s Integrated Programme, they will be expected to stay at that school for all 6 years. 
If they are not sure, or not ready to do so, they might want to enter a secondary school through the S1 Posting process instead. 



Which school should my child apply to?

* Look for a school with programmes that match your child’s
strengths and interests

— Schools are looking out for students whose interests and talents they
can develop further.

— Learn more about the secondary school’s pace of learning and overall
range of programmes

* Get the latest information about what each school offers by:
— Visiting schools’ websites

— Attending schools’ Open Houses to also experience their environments
and cultures

— Visiting the MOE’s DSA-Sec website
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Different schools have different selection processes. If shortlisted, your child may have to attend e-interviews and e-auditions or trials.


What are schools looking for?

* The selection process differs across schools, and across different DSA-Sec
categories.

* Generally, schools are looking for candidates with:

Talent, passion, Strong personal

Good academic fit

commitment qualities
e Schools may look at e Schools may look at CCA e Schools may look at primary
achievements and participation records and VIA participation. school results to ensure students
(e.g. in Junior Sports Academy). e Schools may also conduct can benefit from the school’s
interviews. pace of learning.

e Schools may also conduct tests,
trials or selection camps to
identify students with strengths,
or sound fundamentals and
potential, in particular areas.

Students, be sincere, be genuine, and be yourself —

if you are a good fit for the school, it will show.
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As mentioned earlier, each school has different selection process. Most importantly, students need to be sincere, be genuine and be themselves during the interview. If they are a good fit for the school, it will show in the interview.


Where can | find more information on DSA-
Sec?

* Check the MOE DSA-Sec website for important dates and timelines,
and for information on how DSA-Sec will be conducted.

* The updated 2021 DSA-Sec information will be published around
April 2021.

* The MOE DSA-Sec website also contains information on DSA
categories and secondary schools offering them.


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Once you have explored and shortlisted the schools, submit your child's application online through the DSA-Sec portal.


PSLE Scorin gg

& S1 Postin
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I will now touch on a very important information that is very close to your heart. The new PSLE scoring system and Sec 1 posting exercise. 


THE PSLE CHANGES ARE PART OF A BIGGER STORY

Our PSLE scoring changes aim to:
=Reduce fine differentiation at a young age

=Recognise students’ level of achievement, regardless
of how their peers have done
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Why the change

Over the years, MOE has been moving away from an over-emphasis on academic results towards a broad-based, well-rounded education. 
Fro example removal of school-based assessments for P1-2 students, and reduced the assessment load for other levels, to free up time for holistic development, self discovery and learning. 
The Applied Learning and Learning for Life Programmes in schools. Schools have provide opportunities for students to apply the skills and knowledge that they learnt in the classroom in other contexts.  
Full Subject-Based Banding in secondary school allows students to customise their secondary education by taking subjects at different levels according to their aptitude and strengths. Students will not be defined by the course that they enter based on their PSLE Score.

The PSLE changes from 2021 are a step in the same direction. Our changes aim to:
Reduce fine differentiation at a young age based on exam scores; and
Recognise a student’s level of achievement regardless of how his/her peers have done.

This will allow students to focus on their own learning and develop their potential, rather than comparing themselves to their peers. 
 


HOW PSLE SCORING




WIDER SCORING BANDS

AL RAW MARK RANGE
290

85 -89
80 -84
75-79
65-74
45 - 64
20-44
8 <20

Reflects a student’s individual level of achievement

NO VA, WNE
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Under the new PSLE Scoring system, students with similar scores will be grouped into the same Achievement Level (AL). There will be 8 ALs, with AL 1 being the best.
Each AL will span a range of raw marks, and students with similar raw scores in each subject will be grouped into the same AL. The student’s AL will reflect his own level of achievement. This means that once he meets the learning objectives of the curriculum, he will receive the AL, regardless of how his peers have performed.
Why 8 ALs? 
It offers a good balance - Reduces fine differentiation of students, and provides some differentiation to give parents and educators a gauge of a student’s progress at the end of primary school, and match students to suitable academic programmes in secondary schools.
Reference Raw Mark Range for each AL  - Set based on the learning objectives of the curriculum, and reflect educationally meaningful differences that enable schools to better guide students' secondary school journeys. 

The students’ AL for each subject will reflect their level of achievement, rather than how they have performed relative to their peers. 


WIDER SCORING BANDS
* Obtained by adding the ALs of four subjects.

* PSLE Score ranges from 4 to 32, with 4 being the best.

e Students will be placed in secondary school courses based on their PSLE
score — Express, Normal (Academic) or Normal (Technical).

g ) PLACEMENT

ENGLISH AL3 SR PSLE SCORE

MOTHER TONGUE AL2 EXPRESS 4-20

EXPRESS /
MATHEMATICS ALl N(A) OPTION 21-22
SCIENCE AL2 ﬁ N(A) 23-24
| N(A) / N(T) option 25

PSLE SCORE: 8 E N(T) 26-30, with AL7 or better

N n in both EL and MA

.......
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How is the scoring done?
The ALs of the four subjects will be added to form the PSLE Score.

The PSLE Score 
        It will range from 4 to 32, with 4 being the best.
This PSLE AL Score will determine which secondary school course they are placed in, and will serve as a gauge to guide them in making secondary school choices. 

The PSLE Score will be used to place students into appropriate courses in secondary school, so they can learn at a pace comfortable to them.
The PSLE Scores for the different courses are indicated in the table on the right.



HOW S1 POSTING WORKS




CHOICE ORDER OF SCHOOLS MATTERS

*Students will be posted to a secondary school based
on academic merit i.e. overall PSLE score.

*|f two or more students with the same PSLE Score vie
for the last remaining place in a school, tie-breakers
will be used in the following order:

1.CITIZENSHIP
2.CHOICE ORDER OF SCHOOLS
3.COMPUTERISED BALLOTING
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How S1 posting will work in the new system:
The PSLE Score, will continue to be used as the first criterion for posting. 
But thereafter, if there were two students with the same PSLE Score vying for one place in a school, we will apply three tie-breakers. This is because there will be more students with the same PSLE score. The tie-breaker are used in the following order: 
First, citizenship.
Second -- and this is where the change is -- choice order of schools will now matter. 
Between two students with the same PSLE Score, the student who placed a school higher in his choice order will get priority. 
Why choice order matters: 
With the broader AL scoring bands, more students will have the same PSLE Score. Schools will also be less differentiated based on cut-off points. Students can choose from a wider range of schools of a similar academic profile and pick those that are a good educational fit for them.

Third, computerised balloting will be the last tie-breaker.
I would like to assure you that based on simulated data, we expect that about 9 in 10 students would not have to undergo balloting. This is because balloting only kicks in after the PSLE Score, and after earlier tie breakers like choice order are exhausted. �


EXAMPLE: Jane Bryan Mary John

Singapore Citizen Singapore Citizen Singapore Citizen Singapore PR
4 students - Jane, - ; =
Bryan, I\/Iary and E':Hﬂ:ll:i”gifﬂlcﬁs ggﬂg.::ﬁqﬁ;..ﬁg ﬁ a:uuﬁnﬂmm SCHOOL CHOICES
. 1, Gchool A (e, . 1. Schoot B .. 1. Sohesth -~ 2 GohoiB
John, are vying for the == - 2. School A - S " 3 School D
== ) 1 .. = S d,
last places in School A 4 : -l :
: ; [ .
and School B. % g

Jane will be posted first as

ST S0l she has a better PSLE score, As Jane has taken that last place in School A, Bryan, Mary and John, having the same PSLE

scores will be posted

first and will be posted to School score, will vie for the last available place in School B.
A.
John will be tie-broken out
as he is a Permanent
Tie-breaker 1: Bryan and Mary are Singapore Citizens and will have a Resident.
Citizenship priority to enter School B. With no places in School B,
John will be considered for
School D.
As B k hool B .
. S. ryan ranked SC. OO. Since the last place of
Tie-breaker 2: higher than Mary in his :
- : School B is taken by Bryan,
Choice order of choice order of secondary . .
. Mary will be considered for
schools schools, he will be posted to

School B. i€

Tie-breaker 3:
Computerised
balloting




SCORING FOR FOUNDATION

HLEVEL SUBIJECTS




FOUNDATION LEVEL SUBJECT GRADES TO BE LESS FINELY
DIFFERENTIATED

* Foundation subject grades will be graded in 3 scoring bands
from AL A to C.

* Like standard subject ALs, the foundation subject ALs will
reflect a student’s level of achievement.

Foundation Level Foundation Raw
AL Reflected on Result Slip Mark Range
A 75-100
B 30-74

C <30
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Under the new AL system, Foundation subjects will be graded from AL A to AL C, with a corresponding raw mark range as shown.

A different AL nomenclature is used from the AL1 to AL8 used for Standard level subjects, to provide references for achievements at Foundation level. 

The AL raw mark ranges for Foundation subjects were set based on the learning objectives of the curriculum, so that schools can better guide the students’ education journey. 
This was mapped from the existing Grade 1 to U for Foundation level subjects.
AL A is mapped to AL 6 (Standard level raw mark range 45-64) based on the existing Grade 1, and it takes in account a student’s readiness for that subject’s N(A) curriculum under SBB(Sec)
Students who are likely to score AL 6 or better should be offered to take the subject at a Standard level, so as to be well-prepared for the Express or N(A) curriculum for it. 






FOUNDATION LEVEL SUBJECT GRADES

For the purpose of S1 posting, foundation level AL Ato ALC
will be mapped to AL 6 to AL 8 of standard level subjects
respectively, to derive a student’s overall PSLE score.

Foundation Level foundation Raw Equivalent Standard Raw
AL Reflected on Mark Range Standard Mark Range
Result Slip & Subject AL °
A 75— 100 6 45-64
B 30—-74 7 20-44

C <30 3 <20
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However, for the purpose of computing the overall PSLE Score for S1 posting, Foundation subject grades will be mapped to Standard level AL 6 to AL 8. 

This is similar to the current PSLE scoring system, and is a fair representation of the learning and assessment load at the Foundation level.





.

SCORING OF FOUNDATION SUBIJECTS FOR S1 POSTING

* PSLE score is the sum of the four AL scores across his/her standard and

foundation subjects.

e Students taking foundation subjects are eligible for the express course, as
long as they meet the course placement criteria.

* With full subject-based banding in secondary schools, students may also
take subjects at a higher level for those that they are strong in.

r

.

\
ENGLISH AL3
FOUNDATION MOTHER TONGUE ALB
FOUNDATION MATHEMATICS ALB
SCIENCE e

PSLE SCORE: 22

AAA s

PLACEMENT

OUTCOME PSLE SCORE
EXPRESS 4-20
EXPRESS /

N(A) option 21-22
N(A) 2324
N(A) / N(T) option | 25

N(T)

26 — 30, with AL7 or better i
both EL and MA

]



Presenter
Presentation Notes

For students offering a mix of Standard and Foundation level subjects, their PSLE Scores will be the sum of the AL scores of all Standard and Foundation subjects they are taking.

For example, if a student receives the following grades for his subjects: English Language (AL3), Foundation Mother Tongue (AL B), Foundation Mathematics (AL B) and Science (AL5), his total PSLE Score would be 3+7+7+5 = 22.

Students taking Foundation subjects may still be eligible for the Express course if they do well in other subjects.



ELIGIBILITY FOR SECONDARY
SCHOOL HIGHER MOTHER
TONGUE LANGUAGE (HMTL)
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ELIGIBILITY FOR HMTL IN SECONDARY SCHOOLS

* The eligibility criteria for taking HMTL is intended to ensure that students
can cope with the higher academic load, and takes reference from the

current criteria.

ELIGIBLITY CRITERIA FOR SECONDARY SCHOOL HMTL

(i) PSLE Score of 8 or better
OR
(ii)) PSLE Score of 9 to 14 inclusive; and attain

= AL1 /AL2 in MTL or
= Distinction / Merit in HMTL

* For students who do not meet the above criteria, secondary schools will
continue to have the flexibility to offer HMTL to students, if they are
assessed to have high ability and interest in MTL and are able to take HMTL

without affecting their performance in other subjects.
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The eligibility criteria for Higher Mother Tongue Language (HMTL) is retained to ensure that students who pursue HMTL can cope with the demands of all subjects taken. 

The criteria are set at fixed PSLE Scores, so that parents and students have a clear gauge on whether they could offer HMTL in secondary school. 

If a student develops interest in MTL later on during secondary school, secondary schools will still have the flexibility to allow such students to take HMTL, if they are able to cope with the additional academic load.



USE OF HCL FOR ADMISSION INTO SAP SCHOOLS

The HCL posting advantage for
entry to SAP schools will
continue

= Students will be ranked
taking into account their
performance in HCL.

* This posting advantage
applies before the tie-
breakers for S1 posting.

1st / NO HCL
2nd 53 DISTINCTION
3rd L 8 MERIT

4th O 3
5th A <3 NO HCL
oth & 9
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In the new system, students will continue to receive a posting advantage based on their HCL grades at the PSLE. This advantage applies before the tie-breakers for S1 Posting that we discussed earlier
On this slide, you see six students in descending order of posting priority 
The student with a PSLE Score of 7 will be posted first
The student with a PSLE Score of 9 will only be posted after all the students with PSLE Scores of 8 or better
Among students with the same PSLE Score of 8, students with a better grade in HCL will be given priority for S1 Posting



CHOOSING A SUITABLE
SECONDARY SCHOOL
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Parents are encouraged to have a conversation with their child early to discover their interests and strengths. Parents can explore schools with MOE’s SchoolFinder website and also schools’ websites to learn about Co-Curricular Activities (CCAs) / distinctive programmes that can develop their child in the areas they are passionate about. 


DISCUSS WITH YOUR CHILD

eConsider your child’s learning style, strengths and interests when
making school choices in order to find a school that would help the
child learn and thrive best.

*Discuss the options with the child, with the following considerations:
eValues: What is the school’s culture and ethos?

eLearning environment: Is the school’s learning environment right
for the child?

eDistinctive programmes and CCAs: Can the school support and
develop the child’s interests?

@0

-~
*Location: Is it too far from home? How will the child getto | @ gq®,
school? [}, “ .
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Discuss with your child which secondary school that they would like to be in.
Consider your child’s strengths and interest when making decision. The school’s values, learning environment, distinctive programmes and CCA as well the school’s location are important considerations for you to take note of.


RESOURCES

PSLE-FSBB Microsite
https://www.moe.gov.sg/microsites/psle-fsbb/index.html
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You may want to scan this QR code to get info on Sec School.


Conclusion

* We intend to work with and build up your child’s
capacity over the years

* We appreciate their active participation during and
regular attendance of lessons

* We continue to strive to partner you in realising your
child’s potential
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In conclusion, we would like to work closely with you in developing your child’s potential in his primary school journey.
Do encourage your child to participate actively in class, be present in school if they are well. 
Celebrate every effort your child has put in be it for the development in academic or improvement in his character. Together we can realise your child’s potential to the fullest.


Year Head (Upper Primary):
Mdm Abidah Bibi Marikar

abidah_bibi_marikar@moe.edu.sg
6315 7600
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This is my contact if you would like to get in touch with me
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We have come to the end of our session this afternoon
We hope that you have found this session useful and that your concerns have been addressed
For questions that we didn’t manage to answer today, we will get back to you if you have submitted them
Should you have further questions, please email your child’s form or subject teachers. You can also contact me or the school.
We wish you an enjoyable afternoon/evening ahead. 
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